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Vision: a modern Qu(—cn!ﬂndw has
charm and meets themeeds of a
large family

Pictwres: Mark Cranitch
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A two-bedroom
Queenslander becomes
home to a family of .
seven, writes Tonya Box

five chidren sged nine years
and undar, Megan and Peter Price
have their hands full,

Seven people kving under one roof can
be trying at the best of times and Megan
and Peter knew that to make it work thay
would need the right house.

After building their dream home in
Carindale, on Brisbane’s southside, some
years ago, the couple soon resksed the
house wasn't what they wanted,

“It felt too new. We ke the charm of
older houses and decided we wanted &
modem Quoenslander — the best of both
wodds,” Mogan soys.

After their false stort, the couple searched
for eight months before they found & two-
bedroom Queensiander full of poteritial on &
big sloping block in a quiet street in Bulmba
on Brisbane’s castside.

"We had 8 visicn and wanted a
place we could do up with a long-
term view In mind,” Peter says.

A massive renovation soon
followed and was completed in two
stages. Stage one involved
redesigning and extending the top
lavel to include four spacious
bedrooms, a large lounge room and a
new bathroom, toilet and kitchen,

The two youngest girls, lsabella, 2,
and Milicent, 3, share one large room,
while the two boys Paddy, 5, end Hamy.
6, share bunk beds in encther bedroom,
Georgla, 9, Is the eldest and has her very
own bedroom, *it's my favourite room in
the house,” she says with a big grin

Eventually, Harry will move into the fifth
bedroom downstairs leaving only lsabels
and Milicent sharing as they get older.

The backyard now has a largo
entertsinment deck, a new swimming pool
and specious grassed lewn for the kids to
play on — ol within view of the lounge room




ond kitchon window. “It's good for me
bécaune if the kids are playing | can see
them. It's all very handy.” Megan says
Also handy are the washing machine and
dryer, hidden behind a ktchen cupboard
Petor says stage one was yory hands on
and was complated on a budgat of
$130,000. In stage two the couple

We always used to
go'to the'Gold
Coast or Noosa for
holidays and
weekends, but now
we don‘t need to

employed Dion Seminara Architecture to
redesign the ground level and front facade,
extend the first floor main badroom,
provide an intemal staircose, doublo
garago, street fencing and gatehouso

*Wao had two issues. The first was that
we have a rapidly growing family and the

| second was that | needed a functional home

Final stage: clockwise from top left, extensive timber and aluminium screening peovide privacy and

street appedl; bookshelves and workstations keep activities crganised I the multh-purpose room; the
bedrooms are tpacious and light; the Price family; a relaed atmosphere pervades in the modem kunge
rocen and kitchen which overfook the Large back deck; inset, the original cottage

office to run my business from,” Peter says
of his food supply seevice to the milltary.

Dion 86t to work designing a home office,

fifth bedroom, large multl-purpose room
ond wine collor for the ground floor,

The sloping block was dug out to
accommodate the additions, which include
a paved area where the childran can ride
ther bikes, Extensive timber and aluminium
Berooning give privacy to the froat of the
house and create street appoyl

The multi-purpose room is mainly used as
a home thaatre. Bookshelves and
workstations with computer scroons wore

buiit into the surounding walls to keep toys {

and kids® activities organised.
Stage two cost $360,000 to compiete.

Since the renovation, the Price famly
spend more tma at homa and less tima
escaping to wide open Spaces.

“We always used to go to the Gold Coast
or Noosa for holbdays and weekends, but
now wa don'’t need to. There'’s more space
for the kids hero s0 they'ro not ahwarys under
our feet and wo can ol enjoy the swimming
pool and back deck.” Megan says.

(4 essentials

Dion Seminara Architecture,

Architect:
3899 9450
Builder: Toohey Waddel!

Comstructions, 0413 317 433



