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Environmentally friendly home

Architect Dion hasopened Up the wng and leisure spaces.of this home and added same

emvironmentally frnendly featuras.
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When architect Dion did his Initial assessment afAnne and Alan's modesi home, itwas cleario him tiat it had
rmuch urtapped potential, The house had & great deck area that could be used all year, butthere was a lack of
flowefrorm the intermal areas of the house outto the deck, so itremained ucked away and under-used

i decided to make the deck an easily-accessikle-area, widen it and open up tha main living areas ol the
hame to increass the senseof fow in the house. The study, which was used a [ot, needed to be upgraded
and inrmany of the raoms -0 particular the kitchan - starage Taclities had to ba improved.

The revamped house Includes some ofthe eco-friendly featuras that have become increasingly impoitant to
Ciian. He redesigned it io take full advantage of fhe prevailling breezes butto block out the westerm sun and
storm weather Al walls and ceilling gpaces have been heavily insulated, solar hotwatat has been Insialled
and 3 45,000 litre underground water tank has been builtto service the exdensie (andscaped gardens.

The kitchen, dining room and ving areas are now apen plan, though there 15 a fold-out door to shield the
kitchen frorm the dining room A new storage unitin the lving room atlows the TV and stereo to be hidden
awvay, Extra-shalving has been added in the study-and the two bathrooms have been modernised. The
casemant windows of the master bedroom have been reanented to the narth.

The deck has been widengd a3 iniended, and the area features sliding doors with a balusirade onthe
outside. Pallshed foorboards are a stunning feature of the front part of the house, while the back paitis
carpeted,

On thewhale Anne and Alanare very happy with their redesigned home, though there has heena small
compromise. "Because we apenad upthe living room, kitichen and dining room, and the deck goes off the
kitchen, it has made the dinma room and a bedroosmowhich 15 on the other side Tairky dark” says Anne

"Lnless it's & sunny day, | have ta turn the light o in the dining raorm at any time df the day. But itwas difficuit
and itwas unavaidable bwas too hard to put a skylicit in trat paricular area’
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%" Tricks of the Trade

Caen plan isaatylish cholce for any layoul,
butto-add a litfle more definiftion to-a rooin
that houses several 'aregs’, considar Using
slightly diferent loor heightz. tocreate
some separation. Aslep up can give the
kitchen a life-of its oy
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